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_'--'the proffered bags of beer, Cigarette:s and';-f'_-"_'-:_f“?__istreets were colorful with neon casinos
73}_’-iwatﬁrmelt}ns and agreed ‘to negotiate ~ and cars full of peﬂp]e: out partymg late at
~ with his supe:rwsa;r at the Karasai m:ll-a.;-.f.j'-;-;_;i_{:.mght Lik& ghtzy Moscow, b:llbaards:—s_r‘--‘:_j;
-.--f'f’_[tary outpost one last. time. U advertised: el Phones and apphances{.:;j;j-*":'

we were going to be ailowed lnt
_-Borkoldoy mt}untﬁms 11'1_:1 e, grent
‘_’Shan rangec 0 S

~ with China that they rﬁﬁ@ n
~ outpost at its foot to mamt@
military actmty Appa_-"-'-
‘keep close tabs on céﬁﬁ
- tameﬂ:rmg ﬂxpedttlens hke ours.

-.'-'membf:rs @f the Hawafd-;Mountﬁmeenng ! o
Club, whi-::h has been known at times over _turning over one or two of our __j"duffﬁl;_;: W
Jts 80 years as the “most arnb,ltmus atllec-..--- bags ostenmbly ]{ac)kmg fc;r cantraband e

Cf)llntry and at Othf‘:l‘ tlmﬂs htﬂf} ‘:more
.' ?than a ragtag handful E)f "C’Vlﬁefwﬁnnabes o

_Ameman psychology' resaarche_ from the
- medical school and a; secend~gcnera21@n
- Kazakh physicist bent on winning glory in
~ the mountains. T
we decided to chase._ down the dwmdlmg i

in Kyrgyzstan_ _, |

“-fall of the Sowet‘j_gUman.

ley they had climbed in, but we hadn’ l
traveled two. days by air and three days
in the back of his truc,k t@ repeat seme-f

ing one particularly harrowing crossing.
After that Vltaly 's wisdom pr evailed and
‘we built our base camp next to the '

that when Bjarne the psychmloglst sug»-
__ gasted we 2o to. Kyrgy.astan I had to
look it upona map. Itisa former Soviet

-shaulder at Chma and the smuthﬂastern

respectively. Like its ﬁaléhbors,
- Kyrgyzstan’s gavernment had been dcﬁm*
‘inated since Soviet times by one man,

“clan until March Of 2005.
'Revolution thlS March Gppasm@n
~groups took over gevernment buildings

_in Bishkek to protest parliamentary elec-

'place.d Akayev s ‘SGI'] and daughter m_;"i'
'promment seats: |

~ neighboring Kazakhstan instead. .

: eastern Kyrgyzstan Kazakhstan has
o L doclgcd theeconomlc mstablllty common
It was the watermelons that ﬁnally dld in many farmer Soviet: f@pUthS thanks
it. The suspicious border guard acceptedf...:';.-_';':';._ ’a-’-':stﬂ lar, ge reserves of oil. In Almaty, the clty

by L“Cas Laursén._" g

- When he: came out all sm:les we knew? :'_-_ur;der the brand “Life is Good.”
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_ ;@’&y S dI‘lVﬁ ﬁast erI'I} Almaty,

e Yo w"
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- The httle-known rang& 1s SE}%C](}S

the ﬂedglmg Kyrgyz Eg@x@@ ”ﬁﬁ%@, r.
) ;}Tbnely

exice 'plam rmged at the honzon by
nou nfans uﬂhe raad was suggestwe.,f:

_""'%f)avement qulckly detenorated Kyrg
o 2Not. long after crossing, we werel
 pulled over, if those are the right words,
by :_wenaged conscripts on horseback.
Aftf:r getting their fill of starmg atus and'j_;___:';ﬁ’:"._:'.-_

tion of undargraduate 8

lpmlsts in the thﬁy waved us onward

r_onnnued on page I2a , photaby B}angﬂg|mg

- We were somewhere. in between.
- At the club, T met a determined Swedish-

ogether with a few othe:rs,

dream of explormg urtchm' _'_:__'_""mgumams

" Vitaly said he could get ils te the val

body else’s climbs.
- Our 1n31stencc on pushmg the 5tram-
ing GAZ 66 got us stuck m:dwrwet dur-—-

Ayutor 1 rwe; still safely beyand thrs: I‘edth
of previous expednmns
The ‘Stans were such an emgma to me

republic nestled between the northwr::st

bor der of tha much Iarﬂ'er Kazakhstﬁn
Tajikistan and Uzbukistan round Gut
"the SOuthemmDSt and westﬁmﬁbmrders

President Askar Akayev and hlS rulmg

During the sc)-xca'll.éd ' Tul:p

tions that, wouldn’ t you know it, had

Akayev turnod"up zn Moscow a few
to announcé hlS remgnalmn Despﬂe the _
fairly peaceful transfer of power, my . :_i:'
group revised its travel plans to. ﬂy 1nto
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A direct ﬂlght from Amstcrdam m
early August put us in’ Almaty,
Kazakhstan Just across the border from
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;':' ~ ture of gettmg to the mountains, crossing
" the open plateaus and staying in nomadic
' shelters called gers on the way back.

~_climbing, but the entire experience. The §
‘snowblown peak, which waited forusat |

 slideshows and movie showings, I often

ing.org

" from page 10a

- We m1ght have been mtlmldated but a teammate familiar with such

things chucklingly told us that none of the boys rifles had ammunition

“clips. True nomads, these soldiers were annrely at hmrne in the sadclle,__.
regardless of their weaponry.
- Once settled into our base camp, we left behind Central Asian culture
to pursue our mountaineering obsession in a whirlwind two weeks.
~ Each morning we would cinch harnesses around our waists, ration food;-_:j
for the day, and debate climbing objectives. The peaks were composed
_ of light tan rock, too crumbly for us, but had solid streaks of snow and
ice down the sides that made for reasonable climbing. :
 We also got to know the weather system. It was sunuy most mornings;
followed by a little rain at base camp or light snow in the mountains for -
a few hours in the afternoon, followed by clear, sometimes cold nights.
Some mountains we climbed easily on the first try, and we grew ambi-
- tious, clamng peaks surroundmg our glac:er that looked feasible.

One member grew so obsessed with “his” peak that after six defeats

 in the company of his teammates, he finally set off alone, He failed on
two different approaches in the same day. before pushing the final, suc-
- cessful route to the summit. The same day, I finally climbed the moun- |
tain I had set my 51ghts on with three teammates. In the final tally, the
eight of us made the first recorcled ascents of nine pedks straddlmg two

: 'valleys in the Borkolddy range. -

' As much fun as the chmbmg was, the cllmbmg days have: frankly,_ -
blurred together. Luckily several of my
~teammates are excellent photographers
“and one even made a documentary of us

that will be on the film festival circuit
this season. In e~tellmg our story at

find myself dwelling more on the adven-

" When it came time to think of a name |
fc}r the mountain I had climbed, I decid- (§
ed it had to ﬁncapsulate not just the 1} - coam g

the end of our journey across one sliceof §
Central Asia, I call Peak Adventure.

~ More information and photographs
from our expedition is available at
WWW. borkoldoy harvardmountameer- :
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