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Fugitive banknote forger
ran errands for his elderly
neighbours

Manuel Bellido Moreno, 46, was wanted for distributing fake banknotes and had been on
the run for more than seven years
NEWSFLASH
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When the Madrid district of San Blas-Canillejas went

into lockdown in 2020, a man who called himself El Lolo,

(short for Manuel), offered to shop and do other errands

https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/fugitive-banknote-forger-ran-errands-for-his-elderly-neighbours-pzzhwgrjw

6/6/22,13:31

A

My account v

Page 1of 7

Fugitive banknote forger ran errands for his elderly neighbours | World | The Times

for old ladies confined to their homes.

His neighbourliness made him popular but when his face
appeared last week in a list of Spain’s most wanted
fugitives, it was a neighbour who gave the police his
address. The tip-off led to the arrest of Manuel Bellido
Moreno, 46, who was wanted for distributing fake
banknotes and had been on the run for more than seven
years.

Bellido was arrested in 2014 in the Galician town of
Cambados. He was accused, with his wife, of handing out
fake currency made by Rafael Velasco, a prolific forger
known as “the pharaoh of counterfeit bills”. Velasco
faked $3.5 million dollars in $50 and $100 notes, as well
as uncut sheets worth another $20 million.

When Bellido was released on remand, however, he
vanished. “He was the mastermind, the one who got
away,” a police investigator told EI Pais. The investigator
said Bellido learnt the dark arts of counterfeiting from
Velasco.

A court found Bellido guilty in his absence and
sentenced him to nine years. A police investigator
suspects him of having produced tens of thousands of
fake €50 banknotes.
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In San Blas-Canillejas, meanwhile, a new upholsterer
moved into a flat on Calle Tapiceria, named after the
Spanish for upholstery. Bellido “fixed up furniture,
upholstered chairs, put things together and earned some
money that way,” according to a former neighbour.

During the pandemic Bellido, who had separated from
his wife but lived with his two daughters, offered to run
local errands or cook meals for those who could not
leave their homes. Regulars at a bar near by told
reporters that they saw him as a longstanding member

of their community.

Bellido’s popularity was such that neighbours began
throwing things at the police when they came to arrest
him. Officers had to shelter in an entrance while they
waited for back-up, according to local reports. Soon
afterwards the man who called himself El Lolo began his

jail sentence.

https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/fugitive-banknote-forger-ran-errands-for-his-elderly-neighbours-pzzhwgrjw

6/6/22,13:31 Fugitive banknote forger ran errands for his elderly neighbours | World | The Times

Related articles

SPAIN

| Secret Spain: soaring
mountains, delicious seafood
and beautiful beaches

Between the Atlantic coast and the Picos de
Europa mountains, deepest Asturias is a place
that few know. But it is one that...

August 21 2021, 12.0lam BST

Helen Ochyra

w” | ‘1'“.!

EU Taxonomy: Why La inversion en cambio Nomura Greentech:

£70k-£1m In UK
Pensions? Understand  19% are eligible yet climatico exige Helping Clients Move
Your Expat Options in  only 7% of funds use inteligencia To Greener Energy
Spain >10%. J.P. Morgan Asset Nomura
Abbey Wealth Clarity Al Management
Comments (11)
Comments are subject to our community guidelines, which can be viewed
here.
Foreign Desk L 8
F Add to the conversation...
Sort by Recommended v
At least he has done some good to atone for his past.
Reply 77 Recommend (6)
Page 3 of 7 https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/fugitive-banknote-forger-ran-errands-for-his-elderly-neighbours-pzzhwgrjw

6/6/22,13:31

‘Comunicacin do Marketing. Solopara
inversores prof an

Invostmant Management Uimited.
n attinvosco.com

invosco!
Ms nformacin o

iSon los ETFs
componentes clave de
las carteras
sostenibles?

Invesco

Page 4 of 7



